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WELCOME TO THE SUNSHINE STATE!
FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAY SAFETY AND MOTOR VEH ICLES

Florida is a great place to ride motorcycles year round. Being properly licensed is required by law and

is one of the first steps to becoming a safe rider. This motorcycle operatorOs manual contains valuable
information for both novice and experienced motorcyclists on techniques to operate a motorcycle

safely. It also contains information to assist age-eligible customers prepare for the Department of

Highway Safety and Motor VehiclesO (DHSMV) knowledgeexamination for motorcycle licensing or

Temporary Instruction Permits.

Courses for beginner and for more experienced riders are offered through DHSMVOs Florida Rider
Training Program (FRTP). Courses cover strategies and techniques on managing the riding
environment and avoiding crashes. In addition, the courses offer on-cycle riding sessions in order to
practice these street-riding strategies and crash avoidance skills. Learning these skills is important as
Florida and other crash studies show rider course graduates having far less injury and fatality rates as
untrained riders, clearly depicting the need for rider education.

The greatest factor contributing to motorcycle related crashes, injuries and fatalities is alcohol
involvement. In 2003, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) reported that
motorcycle operators in fatal crashes had BAC (Blood Alcohol Concentration) levels higher than any
other type of motor vehicle operator. The crash facts report also noted that almost half or 44 percent
of the 1,501 motorcycle operators who died in single vehicle crashes in 2003 had BAC Levels of .08 or
higher, and almost two-thirds or 65 percent of those killed in single-vehicle crashes on weekend nights
and had that same level or higher.

The first faculty impaired by alcohol is a personOgudgment, causing them to think they are OokO to
operate a motorcycle safely. After just one drink, alcohol negatively affects a motorcyclistOs abilityto
balance a motorcycle, and reduces coordination, vision, and all essential mental and physical skills for
safe motorcycle operation. It is up to all motorcyclists to separate alcohol or other drug impairment from
motorcycle operation. Moreover, it is up to all of us to step in and stop others from operating
motorcycles while impaired. Removing alcohol as a crash factor will reduce motorcycle crashes and
save lives. Part of the DHSMV mission is to make highways safe for all users and provide important
and essential safety information. After all, having an enjoyable and safe ride should be the goal of all
motorcyclists.

FRED O. DICKINSON
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

HSMV 71905
(Revised 07-01-05)

Visit the FRTP for information on Sponsor contacts and locations by county at:
http://www.motorcycles.hsmv.state.fl.us, or the DHSMV website at
http://www.hsmv.state.fl.us/

Or call 850-488-3286 for an automated listing also by county.

Note: The inclusion of advertising does not constitute an endorsement or the accuracy of the ad by the
State of Florida or the Florida Department of Highway Safety & Motor Vehicles of the products or
services advertised.



FLORIDA RIDER TRAINING PROGRAM
(FRTP)

The 1988 Legislature established the Florida Motorcycle Safety Education Program under s. 322.0255 F.S. now known as the Florida
Rider Training Program (FRTP) requiring persons under 21 years old to complete a basic motorcycle safety education course prior
to being issued a motorcycle endorsement or OMotorgcle OnlyO License. The course is voluntary for indiiduals 21 and older though
successful completion will waive state tests.

Rider course providers (Sponsors) offer the Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) sponsored Basic RiderCourse (BRC) and
Experienced Rider Course Suites (ERC). The BRC provides the basic entry-level skills for new riders to begin
practicing and developing the mental and motor skills important for safe street operation. The BRC has approximately five-hours of
classroom instruction and 10-hours of on-cycle instruction. Both sessions are facilitated by experienced motorcyclists trained as
Rider Coaches by the FRTP to assist your learning. To enroll in the BRC, a person must possess at least a valid Learners License
in order to have knowledge of Florida Traffic laws and road rules; however, the actual motorcycle endorsement may not be obtained
with a regular operator (Class E) license until age 16 per s. 322.05(1) FS. The person must also be able to have sulfficient balance
or capability to operate a bicycle.

Sponsors provide motorcycles less than 500cc for the BRC, usually 125cc to 250cc, helmets, and course handbooks for the BRC.
Students must provide gloves, full hand coverage, shatterproof eye protection, unless the helmet has a face shield, long pants, long
sleeve shirt or jacket, over the ankle shoes or boots and rain gear for light rain - non dangerous conditions. A call or email to the
Sponsor of your choice can clarify many issues regarding equipment, fees, method of payment and scheduling. Many sponsors allow
sign-up and payment via a website. Refer to the FRTP web site at http://www.motorcycles.hsmv.state.fl.us and click on the Ocourse
locationsO heading for sponsor locations by county.

THE ERC SUITE COURSES are for those already endorsed for riding skill enhancement with course completion cards issued
for insurance reduction or other purposes. However, one is a six-hour ERC Suite course with knowledge and skills test approved
by the MSF for license endorsement . Persons 21 and older onl y in Florida may present a completion card from this course for
motorcycle endorsement.

NOTE: All ERC Suite courses require the participant to furnish their own street legal motorcycle with valid tag and
registration and proof of liability insurance coverage, or one borrowed with proof of permission; the participant must also furnish a
helmet, shatterproof eye protection and similar protective riding gear as outlined for the BRC. See FRTP website above for sponsor
locations or call the FRTP 850-488-3286 for an automated guided listing.

FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY LAW-IT DOES APPLY TO MOTORCYCLES!

FloridaOs No-Fault, or OPIP LawO does not apply tmtorcycles, OTrikesO or motorcycles with sidecarddOWEVER, the Financial
Responsibility FR Law applies to ALL motor vehicles in Florida, including motorcycles. Thus the voluntary purchase of motor vehi-
cle liability insurance by an owner, operator or owner/ operator is highly recommended. Failure to carry property damage and bodi-
ly injury liability insurance in case of a crash, DUI conviction or other occurrences outlined in FloridaOs FR Law, Ch. 324, may result
in some or all of the following: Loss of license/tag and registration, and/or restitution or civil court judgment, and future proof (three
years) of high risk, SR22 mandatory liability insurance coverage just to keep your driver license - even if you do not own any motor
vehicles.

MOTORCYCLE LICENSING (FIRST TIME FLORIDA MOTORCYCLE ENDORSEMENT)
Persons 21 or older only
OUT OF STATE CUSTOMERS: MOTORCYCLE TESTS WAIVED IF OUT-OF-STATE LICENSE HAS MOTORCYCLE ENDORSEMENT
Florida residents: Hold Class E license or higher, or meet requirements for Class E license and pass the motorcycle knowledge
and skills tests or, may submit a completion card or certificate from the following:

a) A Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) sponsored, civilian or military rider education course

b) Law Enforcement Officers only- a certificate of completion of a police motorcycle training course sponsored by the

Institute of Police Technology and Management

HOW TO OBTAIN A OMOTORCYCLE ONLYO LICENSE

Same as the requirements listed for OMotorcycle LiensingO above; however, four-wheel vehicle road tests not required

OBTAINING A TEMPORARY INSTRUCTION PERMIT FOR MOTORC YCLE OPERATION

MUST BE 21 OR OLDER AND HOLD AT LEAST A REGULAR OPERATOR (CLASS E) LICENSE AND PASS THE MOTORCYCLE,
KNOWLEDGE TEST ONLY. PERMIT WILL BE ISSUED FOR 90 DAYS, RESTRICTED TO NO PASSENGERS UNTIL A SKILL TEST
OR RIDER EDUCATION COURSE IS PASSED.

AGE LIMITATIONS

No one under 16 years of age may legally operate or be licensed to operate any of the following two or three-wheel motor vehicles
in Florida roads, streets or highways: motorcycles, mopeds, motor-driven cycles, motorized scooters or electric helper-motor bicy-
cles as defined in s. 316.003(2) F.S.

Persons under 21 must successfully complete the FRTP 15 hour Basic Rider Course (BRC), to add or obtain a Motorcycle
Endorsement or obtain a OMotorcycle OnlyO license.



RESTRICTIONS

Persons holding a Florida LearnerOs DriverOs License may not legally operate or be licensed to operate any two or three wheel
motor vehicles on Florida roads, streets or highways regardless of his or her age (Per s. 322.1615 ES.)

Persons passing the motorcycle skills test using a three-wheel motorcycle or sidecar motorcycle will have their license restricted to
operating three-wheel motorcycles only until or unless they pass the skills test on a two-wheel motorcycle

MOPEDS

Moped operators have the same rights and duties as motor vehicle operators and can also receive citations for traffic violations;
therefore they should know and obey these moped laws.

1) Moped operators must be at least 16 years old and hold at least a Class E License to operate a moped on public streets
or roadways. A learnerOs license isnot sufficient. (Mopeds fit the definition of a motor vehicle in 322.01(26), Florida
Statutes, and s. 322.03, F.S. requires a driver license to operate any motor vehicle)

2) A motorcycle endorsement is not required to operate a moped

3) Mopeds must be registered annually and a tag must be purchased

4) Mopeds may not be operated on bicycle paths or footpaths when operated using the motor

5) Moped operators do not have to carry PIP insurance

6) A moped is defined in s. 320.01(28) F.S. as any vehicle with pedals to permit propulsion by human power, having a seat
or saddle for the use of the rider and designed to travel on not more than three wheels, with a motor rated not in excess
of 2-brake horsepower and not capable of propelling the vehicle at a speed greater than 30 miles per hour on level
ground, and with a power-drive system that functions directly or automatically without clutching or shifting gears by the
operator after the drive system is engaged. If an internal combustion engine is used, the displacement may not exceed
50 cubic centimeters

MOTORIZED SCOOTERS: (NOT LEGAL ON PUBLIC STREETS OR SIDEWALKS)

Though considered motor vehicles in and tag/registration law, the registration laws do not provide for registration of these vehicles,
thus they cannot be operated on public streets or highways; if operated on a public roadway anyway, regardless of a person® age,
law officers can require the person to show at least a valid operator (Class E) license as per driver license law they are considered
motor vehicles (Statute Ref: s. 322.03(1) and 322.01(26). F.S.)

FLORIDA MOTOR VEHICLE LAWS AND DEFINTIONS
(Find these at: http://myFlorida.com)

(Statute definitions for the same term may differ from one section of State Law to another due to the nature of the law being enforced,
such as motor vehicle or motorcycle defined in traffic law vs. driver license law)

UNIFORM VEHICLE CONTROL, CHAPTER 316, F.S. DEFINITIONS - s. 316.003 F.S.

(2) BICYCLE: Every vehicle propelled solely by human power, and every motorized bicycle propelled by a
combination of human power and an electric helper motor capable of propelling the vehicle at a speed of not more than 20 miles per
hour on level ground upon which any person may ride, having two tandem wheels, and including any device generally recognized
as a bicycle though equipped with two front or two rear wheels. The term does not include such a vehicle with a seat height of no
more than 25 inches from the ground when the seat is adjusted to its highest position or a scooter or similar device. No person under
the age of 16 may operate or ride upon a motorized bicycle. Note: A driver license is not required to operate an electric helper-motor
bicycle

MOTOR VEHICLE: Any self-propelled vehicle not operated upon rails or guide way, but not including any bicycle,
motorized scooter, electric personal assistive mobility device, or moped.

MOTORCYCLE: Any motor vehicle having a seat or saddle for the use of the rider and designed to travel on not more than three
wheels in contact with the ground, but excluding a tractor or a moped.

BICYCLE PATH: Any road, path, or way that is open to bicycle travel, which road, path, or way is physically separated from motor-
ized vehicular traffic by an open space or by a barrier and is located either within the highway right-of-way or within an independent
right-of-way.

MOTORIZED SCOOTER: Any vehicle not having a seat or saddle for the use of the rider, designed to travel on not more than three
wheels, and not capable of propelling the vehicle at a speed greater than 30 miles per hour on level ground

ELECTRIC PERSONAL ASSISTIVE MOBILITY DEVICE: Any self-balancing, two non-tandem-wheeled device, designed to trans-
port only one person, with an electric propulsion system with average power of 750 watts (1 horsepower), the maximum speed of
which, on a paved level surface when powered solely by such a propulsion system while being ridden by an operator who weighs
170 pounds, is less than 20 miles per hour. Electric personal assistive mobility devices are not vehicles as defined in this section.
Note: The above refers to a stand-on-and-ride type vehicle with a handlebar control and two (usually large) side-by side wheels; it
is not necessarily a disability related vehicle. A driver license is not required for this vehicle; see s. 316.2068

F.S. for more details on operating this type vehicle.

316.1995 Driving upon sidewalk or bicycle path.

No person shall drive any vehicle other than by human power upon a bicycle path, sidewalk, or sidewalk area, except upon a
permanent or duly authorized temporary driveway. A violation of this section is a non-criminal traffic infraction, punishable as a mov-
ing violation as provided in chapter 318.

316.208 Motorcycles and mopeds.
(1) Any person operating a motorcycle or moped shall be granted all of the rights and shall be subject to all of the duties applicable
to the driver of any other vehicle under this chapter, except as to special regulations in this chapter and except as to those
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provisions of this chapter, which by their nature can have no application.

(2)(a) Any person operating a moped upon a roadway at less than the normal speed of traffic at the time and place and under the
conditions then existing shall ride as close as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway except under any of the fol-
lowing situations:

1) When overtaking or passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction.

2) When preparing for a left-turn at an intersection or into a private road or driveway.

3) When reasonably necessary to avoid any condition, including, but not limited to, a fixed or moving object, parked or
moving vehicle, bicycle, pedestrian, animal, surface hazard, or substandard-width lane, that makes it unsafe to continue
along the right hand curb or edge. For purposes of this paragraph, a Osubstandard-width laneO is a lan¢hat is too
narrow for a moped and another vehicle to travel safely side by side within the lane.

4) Any person operating a moped upon a one-way highway with two or more marked traffic lanes may ride as near the
left-hand curb or edge of such roadway as practicable.

5) A person propelling a moped solely by human power upon and along a sidewalk, or across a roadway upon and along a
crosswalk, has all the rights and duties applicable to a pedestrian under the same circumstances, except that such
person shall yield the right-of-way to any pedestrian and shall give an audible signal before overtaking and passing a
pedestrian.

6) No person shall propel a moped upon and along a sidewalk while the motor is operating.

7) A violation of this section is a non-criminal traffic infraction, punishable as a moving violation as provided in chapter 318.

316.209 Operating motorcycles on roadways laned for traffic.

(1) All motorcycles are entitled to full use of a lane and no motor vehicle shall be driven in such manner as to deprive any
motorcycle of the full use of a lane. This subsection shall not apply to motorcycles operated two abreast in a
single lane.

(2) The operator of a motorcycle shall not overtake and pass in the same lane occupied by the vehicle being overtaken.

(3) No person shall operate a motorcycle between lanes of traffic or between adjacent lines or rows of vehicles.

(4) Motorcycles shall not be operated more than two abreast in a single lane.

(5) Subsections (2) and (3) do not apply to police officers or firefighters in the performance of their official duties.

(6) A violation of this section is a non-criminal traffic infraction, punishable as a moving violation as provided in chapter 318.

316.2095 Footrests, handholds, and handlebars.

(1) Any motorcycle carrying a passenger, other than in a sidecar or enclosed cab, shall be equipped with footrests and handholds
for such passenger.

(2) No person shall operate any motorcycle with handlebars or with handgrips that are higher than the top of the shoulders of the
person operating the motorcycle while properly seated upon the motorcycle.

(3) A violation of this section is a non-criminal traffic infraction, punishable as a nonmoving violation as provided in chapter 318.

316.222 Stop lamps and turn signals.

(1) Every motor vehicle, trailer, semi-trailer, and pole trailer shall be equipped with two or more stop lamps
meeting the requirements of s. 316.234(1). Motor vehicles, trailers, semi-trailers and pole trailers manufactured or assembled prior
to January 1, 1972, shall be equipped with at least one stop lamp. On a combination of vehicles, only the stop lamps on the rear-
most vehicle need actually be seen from the distance specified in $.316.234(1).

(2) Every motor vehicle, trailer, semi-trailer, and pole trailer shall be equipped with electric turn signal lamps meeting the require-
ments of s. 316.234(2).

(3) Passenger cars and trucks less than 80 inches in width, manufactured or assembled prior to January 1, 1972, need not be
equipped with electric turn signal lamps.

(4) A violation of this section is a non-criminal traffic infraction, punishable as a non-moving violation as provided in chapter 318.

316.304 Wearing of headsets.

(1) No person shall operate a vehicle while wearing a headset, headphone, or other listening device, other than a hearing aid or
instrument for the improvement of defective human hearing.

(2) This section does not apply to:

(a) Any law enforcement officer equipped with any communication device necessary in performing his or her assigned duties or to
any emergency vehicle operator equipped with any ear protection device.

(b) Any applicant for a license to operate a motorcycle while taking the examination required by s. 322.12(5).

(c) Any person operating a motorcycle who is using a headset that is installed in a helmet and worn so as
to prevent the speakers from making direct contact with the userOs ears so that the user can hear suwunding sounds.

(d) Any person using a headset in conjunction with a cellular telephone that only provides sound through one ear and allows sur-
rounding sounds to be heard with the other ear.

(e) Any person using a headset in conjunction with communicating with the central base operation that only
provides sound through one ear and allows surrounding sounds to be heard with the other ear.

MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSES, CHAPTER 320

S. 320.02 Registration required; application for regi  stration; forms.

(1) Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, every owner or person in charge of a motor vehicle, which is
operated or driven on the roads of this state shall register the vehicle in this state. The owner or person in charge shall apply to the
department or to its authorized agent for registration of each such vehicle on a form prescribed by the department. No registration
is required for any motor vehicle, which is not operated on the roads of this state during the registration period.



DRIVER LICENSES, CHAPTER 322 DEFINTIONS, s. 322.01, F.S.

(25)OMotorcycleO means a motor vehicle powered by motor with a displacement of more than 50 cubic centimeters, having a seat
or saddle for the use of the rider, and designed to travel on not more than three wheels in contact with the ground, but excluding a
tractor or moped.

(26) OMotor vehicleO means any self-propelled vehicjéncluding a motor vehicle combination, not operated upon rails or guide way,
excluding vehicles moved solely by human power, motorized wheelchairs, and motorized bicycles as defined in s. 316.003.

322.57 Tests of knowledge concerning specified vehi  cles; endorsement;nonresidents;violations.

(1) In addition to fulfilling any other driverOs liensing requirements of this chapter, a person who:

(g) Drives a motorcycle must successfully complete a test of his or her knowledge concerning the safe operation of such vehicles and
a test of his or her driving skills on such vehicle. A person who successfully completes such tests shall be issued an endorsement if
he or she is licensed to drive another type of motor vehicle. A person who successfully completes such tests and who is not licensed
to drive another type of motor vehicle shall be issued a Class E driverOs license that is clearly resicted to motorcycle use only.

HELMET AND EYE PROTECTION REQUIREMENTS

Head injuries are reduced by wearing approved motor  cycle helmets!

¥  Anyone under 16 years of agemust wear a Department approved motorcycle helmet and may only ride as a passenger
on any motorcycle, moped, motor-driven cycle regardless of engine size.

¥ A person does not need to wear a helmet while opeting or riding upon a moped, scooter or other two or three-wheel
motor vehicle 50cc or less, if at least 16 years of age .

¥ Anyone 16 years of age but less than 21 years of age must wear a Department approved helmet when
operating or riding upon a motorcycle. Per s. 316.211F.S.

¥  Personsat least 21 years of age may ride a motorcycle without a helmet if they can show proof of medical insurance
coverage in the amounts of at least $10,000.00 that will pay for injuries they may incur in a motorcycle crash. A separate
motorcycle medical insurance policy card or other forms of health insurance coverage will suffice, such as employee
HMO, or Blue Cross or other private health insurance cards. Law officers shall make final determination if proof of
insurance is acceptable.

¥  Pers. 316.211(2), a person may not operate a motorcycle as defined in s. 316.003(22), unless the person is wearing one
of these Department approved eye-protective devices over his or her eyes; goggles, face shields designed for use with,
and as part of an approved helmet or eyeglasses including sunglasses. Contact lenses are not acceptable. Each device
must be in good repair, free of sharp edges or projections and made of material suitable for ophthalmic use. It shall be
free from cracks, waves, bubbles or any other defect which may impair its normal visibility. Any tinted device should not
impair the wearerQOs ability to see color and shalhot be used at night.

The above requirements do not apply to persons riding within an enclosed cab or to persons 16 years of age or older who operate
or ride upon motorcycles powered by a motor with a displacement of 50 cubic centimeters or less or rated not in excess of 2 brake
horsepower and which are not capable of propelling such motorcycles at speeds greater than 30 miles per hour on level ground.
Note: If at anytime however, the 50 cc or less vehicle being operated exceeds any of the above statute limitations, such as having
the engine enhanced for more horsepower, then said vehicle no longer meets the exempt definition and the operator is subject to
enforcement of the eye-protection device statute.

How to Identify Unsafe & lllegal Motorcycle Helmets if Wearing or Required to Wear Helmets

The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) requires that all motorcycle helmets sold in the U.S. meet Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
Standard (FMVSS) 218. Accordingly, Florida law requires that motorcycle helmets meet FMVSS 218 requirements. Chapter 15B-
1006(3), Florida Administrative Code, deals with motorcycle helmet design and construction. The code clearly states: OHelmets not
designed for use by motorcycle occupants, including but not limited to the following, are not approved: bicycle helmets, toy helmets,
military combat helmets, flight helmets, soft helmets and team sports helmets.O Many Florida motorcycleriders wear cheap and
unsafe helmets that do not meet FMVSS 218. Most of these helmets are sold as novelty items by merchants and are used to
circumvent the FMVSS 218 requirements. The following information will exceed FMVSS 218. It is important to note that some
sellers of novelty helmets provide DOT stickers separately for motorcyclists to place on non-complying helmets. In this case, the DOT
sticker is invalid and does not certify compliance.

SNELL or ANSI Sticker

In addition to the DOT sticker, labels located inside the helmet showing that a helmet meets the standards of private organizations
like Snell or the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) are a good indicator that the helmet meets the federal safety
standard. A novelty helmet that has a phony DOT sticker plus a phony Snell or ANSI sticker is rare and would probably not be seen.

ManufacturerOs Labeling

Manufacturers are required by FMVSS 218 to place a label on or inside the helmet stating the manufacturer®s name, model, size,
month and year of manufacture, construction materials, and other information. A helmet that does not meet the federal safety
standard usually does not have such a label. However, some non-compliant helmets are falsely labeled claiming to meet the
standards of FMVSS 218.

Impact Absorbing Liner

Helmets meeting the minimum federal safety standard have an inner liner, usually about one-inch thick, of firm polystyrene foam.
Sometimes the inner liner will not be visible, but you should still be able to feel its thickness. Unsafe helmets normally contain only
soft foam padding or a bare plastic shell with no foam at all.
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PREPARING TO RIDE

What you do before you start a trip goes a long twasard determining whether or not youOll get wiietewant to go safely. Before taking off
on any trip, a safe rider makes a point to:

1. Wear the right gear.

2. Become familiar with the motorcycle.

3. Check the motorcycle equipment.

4. Be aresponsible rider.

WEAR THE RIGHT GEAR

When you ride, your gear is OrightO if it protgots In any crash, you have a far better chan@eailing serious injury if you wear:
¥ An approved helmet.
¥  Face or eye protection.
¥  Protective clothing.

HELMET USE
Crashes are not rare events N particularly amorgjrimeng riders. And one out of every five motor@ycrashes results in head or neck injuries.
Head injuries are just as severe as neck injuriearfd far more common. Crash analyses show that edcheck injuries account for a
majority of serious and fatal injuries to motordgtd. Research also shows that, with few exceptioead and neck injuries are reduced by the
proper wearing of an approved helmet.
Some riders donOt wear helmets because they #limlets will limit their view to the sides. Othergav helmets only on long trips or when
riding at high speeds. Here are some facts to densi

¥  An approved helmetets you see as far to the sides as necessarydi gfumore than 900 motorcycle crashes, where 4Dfbeo

riders wore helmets, did not find even one casghith a helmet kept a rider from spotting danger.
¥  Most crashes happeon short trips (less than five miles long), juse& minutes after starting out.
¥  Most ridersare riding slower than 30 mph when a crash océurthese speeds, helmets can cut both the numllethanseverity

of head injuries by half. . . o . .
No matter what the speed, helmeted riders are times more likely to survive head injuries thaosth not wearing helmets at the time of the crash.

HELMET SELECTION
There are two primary types of helmets, providing tlifferent levels of coverage: three-quarter arldface.
Whichever style you choose, you can get the mageption by making sure that the helmet:
¥  Meets U.SDepartment of Transportation (DOT) and state statelddelmets with a label from the Snell MemorialRdation give
you an added assurance of quality.
¥  Fits snugly all the way around.
¥  Has no obvious defectsuch as cracks, loose padding or frayed straps. B
Whatever helmet you decide on, keep it securelgfesl on your head when you ride. Otherwise, if gmiinvolved in a crash, itOs likely to fly
off your head before it gets a chance to proteat yo

EYE AND FACE PROTECTION

A plastic shatter-resistant faceshield can helpegto/our whole face in a crash. It also protects from wind, dust, dirt, rain, insects and peb-
bles thrown up from cars ahead. These problemdistracting and can be painful. If you have to deih them, you canOt devote your full atten-
tion to the road. Goggles protect your eyes, thotcgy

wonOt protect the rest of your face like a fackbtises. A Jgl=HY/I=HES

windshield is not a substitute for a faceshieldgoggles.
Most windshields will not protect your eyes frone thind. "
Neither will eyeglasses or sunglasses. Glassest weaf ™
your eyes from watering, and they might blow offemtyou LY
turn your head while riding. |
To be effective, eye or faceshield protection must: |
¥  Be freeof scratches. |
¥  Be resistanto penetration.
¥  Give a clear viewo either side. i
¥  Fasten securelyso it does not blow off. 4
¥  Permit air to pass through, to reduce foggin
¥

Permit enough roonfor eyeglasses or sun-
glasses, if needed.
Tinted eye protection should not be worn at nigharmy other time when little light is available.

CLOTHING
The right clothing protects you in a collisionalso provides comfort, as well as protection frazath cold, debris and hot and moving parts of
the motorcycle.
¥  Jacket and pantsshould cover arms and legs completely. They shéitilshugly enough to keep from flapping in the wiyet
loosely enough to move freely. Leather offers tlustnprotection. Sturdy synthetic material providdst of protection as well. Wear a
jacket even in warm weather to prevent dehydrabtamy are designed to protect without getting yeerioeated, even on summer days.
¥  Boots or shoeshould be high and sturdy enough to cover yourean&hd give them support. Soles should be madardf turable,
slip-resistant material. Keep heels short so tleepat catch on rough surfaces. Tuck in laces spwmaOt catch on your motorcycle.
¥  Glovesallow a better grip and help protect your handa orash. Your gloves should be made of leatheinaitas durable material
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In cold or wet weather, your clothes should keep woarm and dry, as well as protect you from injurpu cannot control a
motorcycle well if you are numb. Riding for longrjmels in cold weather can cause severe chill atigue. A winter jacket should resist wind
and fit snugly at the neck, wrists and waist. Ggoaity rainsuits designed for motorcycle ridingist tearing apart or ballooning up at high

speeds.

KNOW YOUR MOTORCYCLE

There are plenty of things on the highway that camse you trouble. Your motorcyc

should not be one of them. To make sure that yatoraycle wonOt let you down:

Readthe owner0s manual first.
Startwith the right motorcycle for you.
Be familiar with the motorcycle controls.
Checkthe motorcycle before every ride.

1 Test Yourself
A plastic shatter-resistance face shield:

A. Is not necessary if you have a windshield.
B. Only protects your eyes.

C. Helps protect your whole face.

D. Does not protect your face as well as goggleg.

Answer - page 25

Keepit in safe riding condition between rides.
Avoid add-ons and modifications that make your motorcheleler to handle.

THE RIGHT MOTORCYCLE FOR YOU

First, make sure your motorcycle is right for ytitshould OfitO you. Your feet should reach thargtavhile you are seated on the motorcycle.

KKK K K K

At minimum, your street-legal motorcycle shouldéhav

¥  Headlight, taillight and brakelight.
¥  Front and rear brakes.

¥  Turn signals.

¥ Horn.

¥  Two mirrors.

BORROWING AND LENDING

Borrowers and lenders of motorcycles, beware. @sshe fairly common among beginning riders N esglcin the first months of riding.
Riding an unfamiliar motorcycle adds to the prohléinyou borrow a motorcycle, get familiar withiit a controlled area. And if you lend your
motorcycle to friends, make sure they are licersatiknow how to ride before allowing them out itrffic.

No matter how experienced you may be, ride extrefally on any motorcycle thatOs new or unfamitiarou. More than half of all crashes occur
on motorcycles ridden by the operator for less siarmonths.

GET FAMILIAR WITH THE

MOTORCYCLE CONTROLS

Make sure you are completely familiar with th
motorcycle before you take it out on the street.

sure to review the ownerOs manual. This
particularly important if you are riding a borrowe
motorcycle.

Light Switch (high/low)

Choke (varies)
Electric

Turn-Signal "
Switen 9 Button .

Ignition Ke;
If you are going to use an unfamiliar motorcycle: (\%aries) /
¥  Make all the checkyou would on your
own motorcycle. T T
¥  Find out where everything is particu- y, e |y [ | R
larly the turn signals, horn, headligh Fi ] N [ BN R e
switch, fuel-control valve and enging Hom Button e St A __‘.'% e Thote
cut-off switch. Find and operate thes .;;;ﬁ-:}gii ST TS =l e
items without having to look for them. il S ,.-"_;--.;' , ~F
¥ Know the gear pattern. Work the A A ) S B
throttle, clutch and brakes a few time Clutch Lever foof e | M, Fiova,Brake
before you start riding. All controls react Shcedometer &| %
little differently. i F . .
¥  Ride very cautiouslyand be aware of - | b (if equipped)

surroundings. Accelerate gently, tak .|'...
turns more slowly and leave extra roo ]
for stopping.

CHECK YOUR MOTORCYCLE

A motorcycle needs more frequent attention thaar.éic
minor technical failure in a car seldom leads tgtang
more than an inconvenience for the driver.

i
Fuel Supply Valve
(if equip%%c)il)

Gear-Change Lever Rear Brake Pedal

Kick Starter
(if equipped)

If something®s wrong with the motorcycle, yoy
want to find out about it before you get in traffi
Make a complete check of your motorcycle before
every ride.




Before mounting the motorcycle, make the follovaimgcks:

TiresN Check the air pressure, general wear and tread.

FluidsN Oil and fluid levels. At a minimum, check hydrafluids and coolants weekly. Look under the nytde for signs of an oil or gas leak.
Headlights and TaillightNl Check them both. Test your switch to make surthtbtigh and low beams are working.

Turn SignaIsNTurn on both right and left turn signals. Make suall lights are working properly.

Brake Light N Try both brake controls, and make sure each ames on the brake light.

K K K K K

Once you have mounted the motorcycle, completéottmeving checks before starting out:

¥  Clutch and Throttle NMake sure they work smoothly. The throttle shouithp back when you let go. The clutch should fegtti
and smooth.

¥  Mirrors N Clean and adjust both mirrors before startingsldifficult to ride with one hand while you tryattjust a mirror. Adjust
each mirror so you can see the lane behind andiels as possible of the lane next to you. When plppéjusted, a mirror may show
the edge of your arm or shoulderNbut it0s the tmdnd and to the side
thatOs most important. 2 Test Yourself

¥  BrakesN Try the front and rear brake levers one at a tifiake sure eac
one feels firm and holds the motorcycle when trekéiis fully applied.

¥  HornN Try the horn. Make sure it works.

More than half of all crashes:
A. Occur at speeds greater than 35 mph.

B. Happen at night.

C. Are caused by worn tires.

D. Involve riders who have ridden their motorcydes
less than six months.

Answer - page 25

In addition to the checks you should make befomryetrip, check the following item
at least once a week: Wheels, cables, fastenerdliddchecks. Follow your owner(
manual to get recommendations.

KNOW YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES 5
OAccidentO implies an unforeseen event that osftineut anyoneOs fault or negligence. Most oftarsiffic, that is not the case. In fact, most
people involved in a crash can usually claim soesponsibility for what takes place.

Consider a situation where someone decides tmtsgtieeze through an intersection on a yellow ligtiting red. Your light turns green. You
pull into the intersection without checking for pifide latecomers. That is all it takes for the tfgyou to tangle. It was the driverOs responsibil-
ity to stop. And it was your responsibility to lobkefore pulling out. Neither of you held up youdesf the deal. Just because someone else is
the first to start the chain of events leading tash, it doesnOt leave any of us free of redplitysi

As a rider you canOt be sure that other operatibise® you or yield the right of way. To lessen yabances of a crash occurring:
Be visibleN wear proper clothing, use your headlight, ridetie best lane position to see and be seen.
Communicate your intentionsN use the proper signals, brake light and lane timsi

Maintain an adequate space cushioN following, being followed, lane sharing, passiagd being passed.

Scan your pathof travel 12 seconds ahead.

Identify and separatemultiple hazards.

Be prepared to actN remain alert and know how to carry out propersiravoidance skills

KK KK K K

Blame doesnOt matter when someone is injuredrash.dhere is rarely a single cause of any cish ability to ride aware, make critical deci-
sions and carry them out separates responsiblesridem all the rest. Remember, it is up to yokéep from being the cause of, or an unpre-
pared participant in, any crash.

RIDE WITHIN YOUR ABILITIES

This manual cannot teach you how to control diegtspeed or balance. ThatOs something you carolegithrough practice. But control begins
with knowing your abilities and riding within theralong with knowing and obeying the rules of thado

BASIC VEHICLE CONTROL
BODY POSITION

To control a motorcycle well:

¥  PostureN Sit so you can use your arms to steer the moiecyather than to hold yourself up.
¥  Seaf Sit far enough forward so that arms are slightnt when you hold the handlegrips. Bending yonrsgpermits you to press
on the handlebars without having to stretch.
¥  HandsN Hold the handlegrips firmly to keep your grip oveugh surfaces. Start with your right wrist flhis will help you keep
from accidentally using too much throttle. Alsojust the handlebars so your hands are even wiltelowv your elbows. This per
mits you to use the proper muscles for precisierrgtg. _
¥  KneesN Keep your knees against the gas tank to help keep your balance as the mot GleERINCLAMREECRIES
cycle turns. S
¥  FeetN Keep your feet firmly on the footpegs to maintasalance. DonOt drag your feet| A A
your foot catches on something, you could be imjuard it could affect your control of th ok :
motorcycle. Keep your feet near the controls soganuget to them fast if needed. Also, do @ ]
let your toes point downwardNthey may get caughtwsen the road and the footpegs. { gk ;_.” P
SHIFTING GEARS H:-_*,'_
There is more to shifting gears than simply gettheymotorcycle to pick up speed smoothly. Learting R ]
use the gears when downshifting, turning or stgrtin hills is important for safe motorcycle opevati = ﬁ ﬂ.
Shift down through the gears with the clutch as gtmaw or stop. Remain in first gear while you are

stopped so that you can move out quickly if youdniee
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Make certain you are riding slowly enough when ghift into a lower gear. If not, the motorcycle Milrch, and the rear wheel may skid. When
riding downhill or shifting into first gear you maaeed to use the brakes to slow enough before dufting safely. Work toward a smooth, even
clutch release, especially when downshifting.

It is best to change gears before entering a tdomever, sometimes shifting while in the turn isessary. If so, remember to do so smoothly.
A sudden change in power to the rear wheel carecauskid.

BRAKING
Your motorcycle has two brakes: one each for thetfand rear wheel. Use both of them at the same fThe front brake is more powerful and
can provideat least three-quartersof your total stopping power. The front brake ises@f use if you use it properly.
Remember:
¥  Use both brakesvery timeyou slow or stop. Using both brakes for even Ond@ratdps will permit you to develop the proper habit
or skill of using both brakes properly in an eme@e Squeeze the front brake and press down oretite Grabbing at the front
brake or jamming down on the rear can cause thHeebr® lock, resulting in control problems.
¥  If you know the technique using both brakes in a turn is possible, althoitighhould be done very carefully. When leaning the
motorcycle some of the traction is used for conteriess traction is available for stopping. A skah occur if you apply too much brake.
Also, using the front brake incorrectly on a slippsurface may be hazardous. Use cautionsanéezehe brake lever, never grab.
¥  Some motorcyclebave integrated braking systems that link the feortt rear brakes together by applying the rearebpaidal.
(Consult the owner0s manual for a detailed exjdananh the operation and effective use of thestesys.)

TURNING

Riders often try to take curves or turns too faden they canOt hold the turn, they end up crossimgnother lane of traffic or going off the
road. Or, they overreact and brake too hard, cgusiskid and loss of control. Approach turns amyesiwith caution

Use four steps for better control: In normal turns, the rider and the In slow tight turns, counterbalance
¥ SLOW motorcycle should lean together at by leaning the motorcycle only and
¥ LOOK the same angle. keeping your body straight.

Y ROl | NORMAL TURNING [ SLOW TURNING |
¥ ROLL NORMAL TURNING SLOW TURNING

SLOW N Reduce speed before the turn by closing the thr
tle and, if necessary, applying both brakes.

LOOK N Look through the turn to where you want to gq
Turn just your head, not your shoulders, and kemp gyes
level with the horizon.

PRESSN To turn, the motorcycle must lean. To lean tH
motorcycle, press on the handlegrip in the directd the
turn. Press leftNlean leftNgo left. Press rightNlearightN
go right. Higher speeds and/or tighter turns rexgthie motor-
cycle to lean more.

ROLL KN Roll on the throttle through the turn to stab#izus-
pension. Maintain steady speed or accelerate ghgdy
through the turn. This will help keep the motoreystable.

3 Test Yourself

When riding, you should:
A. Turn your head and shoulders to look throug}

the turn.
B. Keep your arms straight.
C. Keep your knees away from the gas tank.
D. Turn just your head and eyes to look where ypu
are going.
Answer - page 25

KEEPING YOUR DISTANCE

LANE POSITIONS

The best protection you can have is distance Nwskion of spaceO N all "".-"_'5-‘
around your motorcycle. If someone else makes tak@sdistance per- A rFog— %
mits you: I EFF ‘..r =
¥  Time to react. _":"f—_ln_.,,.ﬂ' ‘."F \_
¥  Space to maneuver. o et ’.l' ' |
LANE POSITIONS ke ,'r |5
In some ways the size of the motorcycle can woryoar advantage. Eaclf s e
traffic lane gives a motorcycle three paths ofétass indicated in the illusq+ ¥ :
tration. "" :1 ) .2 E
K b
Your lane position should: F
¥ Increaseyour ability to see and be seen. '_f
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Avoid othersO blind spots.

Avoid surface hazards.

Protectyour lane from other drivers.
Communicateyour intentions.

Avoid wind blast from other vehicles.
Providean escape route.

KK K K K K

Select the appropriate path to maximize your spaskion and make yourself more easily seen by stherthe road.

In general, there is no single best position fders to be seen and to maintain a space cushionditbe motorcycle. No portion of the lane
need be avoided N including the center.

Position yourself in the portion of the lane whgoal are most likely to be seen and you can mairdagpace cushion around you. Change
position as traffic situations change. Ride in patbr 3 if vehicles and other potential problems an your left only. Remain in path 1 or 2 if

of you, the center of the lane, path 2, is usugdiyr best option. m

The oily strip in the center portion that collectgppings from cars is
usually no more than two feet wide. Unless the rizadet, the average
center strip permits adequate traction to rideajelg You can operate to thg
left or right of the grease strip and still be iritlthe center portion of the
traffic lane. Avoid riding on big buildups of oihd grease usually found &
busy intersections or toll booths.

FOLLOWING ANOTHER VEHICLE

OFollowing too closelyO could be a factor in csastvelving motorcyclists.
In traffic, motorcycles need as much distance ¢p sts cars. Normally
minimum of two secondddistance should be maintained behind the vehi
ahead.

To gauge your following distance:
¥  Pick out a marker, such as a pavement marking or lamppo
on or near the road ahead.
¥ When the rear bumperof the vehicle ahead passes the marker, couhieagiconds: Oone-thousand-one, one-thousand-two.O
¥  If you reach the markerbefore you reach Otwo,0 you are following too lglose

A two-second following distance leaves a minimunoant of space to stop or swerve if the driver atetads suddenly. It also permits a better
view of potholes and other hazards in the road.

A larger cushion of space is needed if your motdewill take longer than normal to stop. If thes@aent is slippery, if you cannot see through
the vehicle ahead, or if traffic is heavy and songemay squeeze in front of you, open up a threergeor more following distance.

Keep well behind the vehicle ahead even when yewstpped. This will make it easier to get outhef way if someone bears down on you from
behind. It will also give you a cushion of spacéhié vehicle ahead starts to back up for some neaso

When behind a car, ride where the driver can sadrythe rearview mirror. Riding in the center pamntof the lane should put your image in the
middle of the rearview mirror N where a driver isost likely to see you.

Riding at the far side of a lane may permit a drieesee you in a sideview mirror. But remembet thast drivers donOt look at their sideview
mirrors nearly as often as they check the rearwemor. If the traffic situation allows, the centgortion of the lane is usually the best place for
you to be seen by the drivers ahead and to préamatsharing by others.

BEING FOLLOWED

Speeding up to lose someone following too closaly ends up with someone tailgating you at a higipered.

A better way to handle tailgaters is to get thenframt of you. When someone is following too clgsehange lanes and let them pass. If you
canOt do this, slow down and open up extra spaeel alfi you to allow room for both you and the tatiég to stop. This will also encourage them
to pass. If they donOt pass, you will have givemsgif and the tailgater more time and space tctlieacase an emergency does develop ahead.

PASSING AND BEING PASSED
Passing and being passed by another vehicle imuaoh different than with a car. However, visibilissmore critical. Be sure other drivers see
you, and that you see potential hazards.

PASSING

1. Ride in the left portion of the lane at a safe following distance to inceegsur line of sight and make you more visible.n@igand
check for oncoming traffic. Use your mirrors andhtyour head to look for traffic behind.
2. When safe move into the left lane and accelerate. Selé&me position that doesnOt crowd the car you aséreand provides space

12



to avoid hazards in your lane.
3. Ride through the blind spotas quickly as possible.
4. Signal again and complete mirror and headchecks before retgra your original lane and then cancel the signal

Remember, passes must be completed within posted spdimits, and only where permitted. Know your signsand road markings!

BEING PASSED

When you are being passed from behind or by an oimgpvehicle, stay,
in the center portion of your lane. Riding any elot them could pu
you in a hazardous situation.
Avoid being hit by: B
¥  The other vehicleN A slight mistake by you or the
passing driver could cause a sideswipe.
¥  Extended mirrorsNSome drivers forget that their mirror
hang out farther than their fenders.
¥  Objects thrown from windows N Even if the driver
knows youQre your lane. there, a passenger magagou
and might toss something on you or the road ah&gdw
¥  Blasts of wind from larger vehiclesN They can affect your
control. You have more room for error if you aréhia middle
portion when hit by this blast than if you weresither side of
the lane.Do not move into the portion of the lane farthe
from the passing vehicle. It might invite the otlerver to
cut back into your lantoo early.

S
| —p

[
!

LANE SHARING

Cars and motorcycles need a full lane to operdedyshaane sharing is usually prohibited.

Riding between rows of stopped or moving cars i $ame lane can leave you vulnerable to the unteghe& hand could come out of a
window; a door could open; a car could turn sudddbiscourage lane sharing by others. Keep a cgmaion position whenever drivers might
be tempted to squeeze by you. Drivers are most &zhiptdo this:

¥ In heavy bumper-to-bumper traffic.

¥  When theywant to pass you.

¥  When youare preparing to turn at an intersection.

¥  When youare getting in an exit lane or leaving a higkiwa

MERGING CARS

Drivers on an entrance ramp may not see you ohitfevay. Give them
plenty of room. Change to another lane if one ismodf there is no
room for a lane change, adjust speed to open upedpathe merging
driver.

CARS ALONGSIDE

Do not ride next to cars or trucks in other larfepou do not have to
You might be in the blind spot of a car in the nkte, which could
switch into your lane without warning. Cars in thext lane also blocK

BLIND SPOTS

1
I

1
l

e
-

your escape if you come upon danger in your owe.|l&peed up o H
drop back to find a place clear of traffic on beities.
p p v | Spots |
4 Test Yourself [ -
]

Usually, a good way to handles tailgaters is to:

A. Change lanes and let them pass.

B. Use your horn and make obscene gestures.

C. Speed up to put distance between you and tte
tailgater.

D. Ignore them.

Answer - page 25

SEE
Good experienced riders remain aware of what inggoh around them. They improve their riding stygitby using SEE, a three-step process
used to make appropriate judgments, and apply t@nectly in different traffic situations:

¥  Search

¥  Evaluate

¥  Execute
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Let®s examine each of these steps.

SEARCH

Search aggressively ahead, to the sides and bthasbid potential hazards even before they aHesv assertively you search, and how much
time and space you have, can eliminate or reduca.Héocus even more on finding potential escap&esoin or around intersections, shopping
areas and school and construction zones.

Search for factors such as:
¥ Oncoming trafficthat may turn left in front of you.
¥  Traffic coming from the left and right.
¥  Traffic approaching from behind.
¥  Hazardousroad conditions.
Be especially alert in areas with limited visilyilivisually ObusyO surroundings could hide yowand motorcycle from others.

EVALUATE
Think about how hazards can interact to createfaslyou. Anticipate potential problems and hayaan to reduce risk.
¥ Road and surface characteristic8l Potholes, guardrails, bridges, telephone poles and trees wonOt move into your path but may
infuence your riding strategy.
¥  Traffic control devicesNLook for traffic signals, including regulatory sig, warning signs, and pavement markings, to help y
evaluate circumstances ahead.
¥  Vehicles and other trafficN May move into your path and increase the likelildoof a crash.

Think about your time and space requirements iera@ maintain a margin of safety. [ Test Yourself

You must leave yourself time to react if an emecgearises. —
To reduce your reaction time, you should:

EXECUTE A. Ride slower than the speed limit.
Carry out your decision. B. Cover the clutch and the brakes.
C. Shift into neutral when slowing.

To create more space and minimize harm from angrdaz ) .
D. Pull in the clutch when turning.

¥  Communicateyour presence with lights and/or horn.
¥  Adjust your speedby accelerating, stopping or slowing. Answer - page 25
¥ Adjust your positionand/or direction.

Apply the old adage Oone step at a timeO to havalte more hazards. Adjust speed to permit twatdzto separate. Then deal with them one
at a time as single hazards. Decision making besanme complex with three or more hazards. Weiglctinsequences of each and give equal
distance to the hazards.

In potential high-risk areas, such as intersectishspping areas and school and construction zeoesy the clutch and both brakes to reduce
the time you need to react.
LARGE INTERSECTIONS

SMALL INTERSECTIONS i*'*i i‘» i “E i‘ =
i 1 1 2 1 —
) |__ - i i—— Ay o S |
# . i --—‘{
1 - 1
1 ==
1 & 7Y
1 i S| 1 Tl B .
8 s N
1 R
] [ ] 1 . [ ] 1
INTERSECTIONS 2 : | 1 1

The greatest potential for conflict between you atier traffic is at intersections. An intersectizan be in the middle of an urban area or at a
driveway on a residential streetNanywhere traffiayrcross your path of travel. Over one-half of moyole/car crashes are caused by drivers
entering a riderQs right-of-way. Cars that tutringfont of you, including cars turning left frothe lane to your right, and cars on side stréwts t
pull into your lane, are the biggest dangers. Y@@ of SEE [p. 13] at intersections is critical.

There are no guarantees that others see you. ldeuat on Oeye contactO as a sign that a driveyigldl Too often, a driver looks right at a
motorcyclist and still fails to OseeO him. The epgs that you can count on are your own. If caarenter your path, assume that it will. Good
riders are always Olooking for troubleONnot to get into it, but to stay out of it.

Increase your chances of being seen at intersectRide with your headlight on in a lane positibattprovides the best view of oncoming
traffic. Provide a space cushion around the motdecthat permits you to take evasive action. As gpproach the intersection, select a lane
position to increase your visibility to the driv€over the clutch and both brakes to reduce reatitiog.

Reduce your speed as you approach an intersegéfien.entering the intersection, move away fromigkds preparing to turn. Do not change
speed or position radically. The driver might ththkt you are preparing to turn.
14



BLIND INTERSECTIONS

If you apppach a blind intersection, move to the portionhef ane that will bring you into another driyen'@dfof vision at the earliest possi-
ble moment. In this picture, the rider has movethtleft portion of the laneNaway from the parkearNso the driver on the cross street can
see him as soon as possible.

Remember, the key is to see as much as possibleearain visible to others while protecting your apa

If you have a stop sign or stop line, stop therstfiThen edge forward and stop again, just sHonthere the cross-traffic lane meets your lane.
From that position, lean your body forward and look around buildings, parked cars or bushes to see if anything is coming. Just make sure
front wheel stays out of the cross lane o¥@kawhile youOre looking.

BLIND INTERSECTIONS STOP SIGNS

PASSING PARKED CARS

When passing parked cars, stay toward the lefoaf Jane. You IrS v o oo o T ome |
can avoid problems caused by doors opening, dredtgg out of PARKED CARS PARKING AT CURBS

cars or people stepping from between cars. If onugrimaffic is [ |

present, it is usually best to remain in the celatee position to

maximize your space cushion.

—

A bigger problem can occur if the driver pulls avfiym the curb B
without checking for traffic behind. Even if he ddeok, he may
fail to see you.

%
r
™

1 2]

o

o

In either event, the driver might cut into youripaslow down or
change lanes to make room for someone cutting in.

Cars making a sudden U-turn are the most dangefbey. may
cut you off entirely, blocking the whole roadway dadving you
with no place to go. Since you canOt tell whativaerdwill do,
slow down and get the driver0s attention. Sound lyon and
continue with caution.

PARKING AT THE ROADSIDE
Park at a 90j angle to the curb with your rear wheething the curb.

INCREASING CONSPICUITY

In crases with motorcyclists, drivers often say that theyer saw the motorcycle. From ahead or behinhtarcycleGs outline is much small-
er than a carGs. Also, itOs hard to see somethirageynot looking for, and most drivers are noking for motorcycles. More likely, they are
looking throughthe skinny, two-wheeled silhouette in search of ¢hat may pose a problem to them.

|
<

I

==
. —_—
e

Even if a driver does see you coming, you arerg@saarily safe. Smaller vehicles appear farthey and seem to be traveling slower than they
actually are. It is common for drivers to pull autfront of motorcyclists, thinking they have plgrdf time. Too often, they are wrong.
However,you can do many things to make it easier for otherecognize you and your cycle.

CLOTHING
Most crashes occur in broad daylight. Wear brigiitied clothing to increase you 6 Test Yourself
chances of being seen. Remember, your body isofidlife visible surface area of th{ Making eye contact with other drivers:

rider/motorcycle unit. A. Is a good sign they see you.

Bright orange, red, yellow or green jackets or sese your best bets for being sed B- 1S notworth the effort it takes. o
Your helmet can do more than protect you in a crBsightly colored helmets can als{ C. DoesnOt mean that the other driver will yield.
help others see you. D. Guarantees that the other driver will yield to
you.

Any bright color is better than drab or dark coldreflective, bright-colored clothing Answer - page 25

(helmet and jacket or vest) is best.

Reflective material on a vest and on the sidesi®hielmet will help drivers coming from the sidespt you. Reflective material can also be a
big help for drivers coming toward you or from hathi
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o Know the Answers BEFORE you take
the Motorcycle Exam

e Don't spend your time just studying
this handbook

o Take our fun and easy online Prep
Course with practice tests instead

The inclusion of advertising does not constitute an endorsement or the
accuracy of the ad by the State of Florida or the Florida Department of
Highway Safety & Motor Vehicles of the products or services advertised. * See website for details.

Practice Test Questions ® Practice Test Answers @ Detail